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Xeriscaping
Drier climates boost interest in low-
water landscaping.   HOUSE & HOME, PAGE A9

Unchartered territory
Mountain View volleyball 1 win away after 
taking down Woodbridge.   SPORTS, PAGE B1

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

The camera was rolling as a 
preteen checked out some of 
the clothes being given away, 
part of ongoing e� orts at Fred-

ericksburg’s Market Square to 
help those struggling to make 
ends meet.  

The scene was being shot by 
independent � lmmaker Aaron 
Crocker for a psychological 
thriller named “Jade,” about an 
at-risk youth who � nds her-
self being haunted. The rack of 
clothes o� ered from the FXBG 
Free Closet, which opened in 
February and already has given 
away almost 30,000 items, pro-
vided the perfect backdrop.

“While for Jade it’s very � c-
tional, as you can see, it’s peo-

ples’ lived reality,” Crocker said.
He has lived in the Freder-

icksburg area since 2008 and 
may have felt another connec-
tion to the Market Square activ-
ities. Each Tuesday from noon 
to 1 p.m., “shoppers” can help 
themselves to fresh food being 
given away at The Table at St. 
George’s and to other o� erings 
such as clothes and shoes.

Unhoused men as well as fami-
lies having trouble in the midst of 
rising costs � nd help from groups 
that have set up tables on the 
cobblestone square. 

“I’ve struggled with home-
lessness in the past and I 
thought, Wow, this would have 
been amazing when I was in that 
struggle,” Crocker said. “I really 
have a lot of respect for what 
they do, and we feel very honored 
to depict it in our � lm.”

Film set in the city
Crocker has worked on other 

independent � lms, includ-
ing “Poison Tree,” which was 
picked up by Cinema Epoch and 

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Local � lmmaker Aaron Crocker explains how his daughter, Gabriella, 11, should do a scene in the � lm “Jade” during a Nov. 4 shoot at the FXBG 
Free Closet in Fredericksburg’s Market Square.

Fictional �lm includes 
‘peoples’ lived reality’

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

A Sta� ord County man was one 
of three people arrested Wednes-
day in connection with a homi-
cide last month in Prince William 
County, police said. 

George K. At-
takora, 22, is 
charged with be-
ing a principal in 
the second degree 
of second-degree 
murder. He was 
taken into custody 
by the Sta� ord 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce.

According to Prince William 
police, a 21-year-old man was 
shot multiple times and killed 

on Oct. 2 in the 15200 block of 
Potomac Town Place in Wood-
bridge. An 18-year-old friend 
of the victim also su� ered a 
non-life-threatening wound in 
the incident.

Shawki Saah Fofanah, 23, of 
Dumfries is charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, malicious 
wounding and two counts of 
using a � rearm in the commis-
sion of a felony. He was arrested 
Wednesday in Arizona.

Musa Abraham Sesay, 25, of 
Dumfries was arrested in Wash-
ington, D.C., and charged with 
being an accessory after the fact. 
The FBI, the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice and several other law-en-
forcement agencies assisted 
Prince William Police in the in-
vestigation and arrests. Search 
warrants were executed in Staf-
ford, Dumfries, Washington and 
Arizona as part of the coordi-
nated arrests.

Police said the three suspects 
arrested targeted or assisted in 
the targeting of the victim that 
night outside the Alamo Draft-
house. Police did not discuss the 
reason for the shooting, but said 
it was not random. The shooter 
left the scene before police ar-
rived and found the victim lying 
on a sidewalk.

 Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

Sta�ord man is third charged with ties to slaying
Victim was shot and 
killed in Woodbridge 
outside a drafthouse

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

A Sta� ord man who police say 
came to Spotsylvania this week 
to pick up a 13-year-old girl for 
sexual favors instead picked up 

11 felony charges, 
including 10 in-
volving the sexual 
abuse of animals.

Spotsylvania 
Sheri� ’s Maj. 
Delbert Myrick 
said his o�  ce 
received a report 
Monday from the 
Internet Crimes 

Against Children regarding a man 
who was planning to meet up with 
a child he’d been communicating 
with online. The child turned out 
instead to be an undercover law 
enforcement o�  cer.

After being taken into custody 
for soliciting sex from a child, 
Myrick said police searched his 
electronic devices and found im-
ages of animal sexual abuse. 

Jason Lee Zirkle Jr., 24, was 
charged with 10 counts of sexual 
abuse of animals and one count 
of using an electronic device to 
solicit a child. He was placed in 
the Rappahannock Regional Jail.

Myrick said the Sheri� ’s Of-
� ce works closely with state and 
national agencies on child abuse 
cases. Anyone who believes a 
child is being abused can call the 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce, the Spotsylvania 
Department of Social Services 
at 540/507-7898, the Virginia 
Child Protective Services Hotline 
at 804/843-8536 or the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children at 1-800/843-5678.

A preliminary hearing for 
Zirkle is scheduled for Jan. 28 
in Spotsylvania General District 
Court.

 Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

Man charged 
with animal 
sex abuse 
in Spotsy

Independent 
�lmmaker Aaron 
Crocker shoots scene 
with FXBG Free 
Closet for new movie

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

It’s a Virginia tradition in the 
days after an election that the 
outgoing governor shows the 
governor-elect around the house 
the newcomer will live in for the 
next four years.

And with a welcome-to-your-
new-home lunch, featuring 

Tradition repeats in welcoming a governor-elect

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Along with local and state 
o�  cials, Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
enthusiastically announced on 
Thursday that Vantage Data 
Centers will invest $2 billion in 
its Sta� ord County campus.

Sta� ord already has approved 

the project, on the southwest 
side of Centreport Parkway be-
tween Mountain View Road and 
Aviation Way. Plans call for three 
data center buildings, totaling 
about 929,000 square feet, on 
82 acres. The Sta� ord campus is 
the fourth project in Virginia for 
Vantage, a Denver-based com-
pany.

Blue barrier safety netting 
went up weeks ago at the site, 
dubbed VA4, which is near the 

O�cials break ground 
on fourth data center

The Youngkins 
sat down with 
Spanberger and 
family over lunch

Vantage will invest 
$2 billion in campus 
near Sta�ord Airport

Attakora

Zirkle

MIKE KROPF, RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Governor-Elect Abigail Spanberger and her husband Adam, left, exit 
the Executive Mansion with Governor Glenn Youngkin and his wife 
Suzanne, Thursday.

  VIEW:  Download The Free Lance-Star’s 
mobile app. Point your smartphone camera at 
the QR code, then tap the link. 

Please see FILM, Page A14

Please see VANTAGE, Page A14 Please see GOVERNORS, Page A14


